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certify that this correspondence and its attachments are being deposited with the United States Postal Service as First Class U.S. 
an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, PO Box 1450, Alexandria, VA ,223 13- 1450. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Patent Application of: ) 

Howell, et al. ) 

Serial No. 09/736,707 ) 

Filing Date: 12/15/2000 ) 

For: SYSTEM AND METHODS FOR ) 

DISSEMINATING REALTIME ) 

INFORMATION ) 



Examiner: B ashore, Alain L. 

Group Art Unit: 3624 

Attorney Docket No. 001 24S.002 



TRANSMITTAL SHEET 



Commissioner for Patents 
POBox 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 




Sir: 



In response to the Office Action mailed May 21, 2003, transmitted herewith for filing are 
the following documents: 

1 . Response to Office Action Dated May 2 1 , 2003 ; ' 

2. Copy of Office Action Summary; 

3. Postcard; and 

4. Transmittal letter in duplicate. 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge any additional fees to the Deposit Account of 
Bracewell & Patterson, L.L.P., (50-0259, Attorney Docket No. 001248.02). 
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Date: June 4, 2003 
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Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 
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BraGDWcH & Patterson, LLP. 
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EXAMINER 
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PAPER NUMBER 



DATE MAI LCD: 



Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment (37 CFR 1.121) 

The amendment filed on ll'^l* °t> is considered non-compliant because it has not been submitted in 
the format required under 37 CFR 1.121, as amended on September 8, 2000 (see 65 Fed. Reg. 54603, Sept. 8, 2000, and 
1238 O.G. 77, Sept 1 9, 2000). 

□ I . The amendment does not include a dean version of the replacement paragraph(s)/(ectio!i(f ). 
37CFR1.121CbXIX")- 

□ 2. The amendment does not include a marked-up version of the replacement paragraph(s)/iection(s). 
37 CFR 1.121(bXlXiiO 

3. The amendment docs not include a clean version of the amended daitn(i)- 37 CFR 1.121(cXIX0 

□ 4. The amendment does not include a marked-up version of the amended dalm(s)- 37 CFR 1 . 12 1 (cX 1 X") 
0^ s. other pjU^ fU^Uc (L (U^IjJl firr^Jh^ b&L, 

□ PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT: Unless appUcant resubmits the prelmunary amendment in compliance 
with revised 37 CFR 1.121 within ONE MONTH of the mail date of this letter, examination on the merits 
may commence without entry of the originally proposed preliminary amendment This notice is not an 
action under 35 U.S.C 132, and this ONE MONTH time limit is not extendable. 

ET^AMENDMENT AFTER NON-FINAL ACTION: Since the abov e menti oned reply appears to be bona 

fide, appUcant is given a TIME PERIOD of ONE (1) MONTH or THIRTY (30) DAYS from the mailing 
date of this notice, whichever is longer, within which to supply the omission or correction in order to 
avoid abandonment. EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME PERIOD MAY BE GRANTED UNDER 37 CFR 
1.136(a). 

For your convenience, attached to this correspondence is a copy of an informational flyer 
(MPEP Bookmark Bulletin on "Simplified Amendment Practice"), 

Instruments BKaminer 





I United States Patent and Trademark Office 



Unoer Secretary op Commerce for Intellectual Property and 
Director of the United States Patemt and Trademark Office 

Washington , DC 20231 
wwwuspto.gov 




Paper No. 



Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment (Voluntary Revised Practice) 

The amendment filed 7- 0 2- under me vo | untar y rev ised amendment practice guidelines', published in the 

Official Gazette on February 25, 2003 (Amendments in a Revised Format Now Permitted, 1267 Off. Gazette 106), does not fully 
comply with minimal requirements of the voluntary practice. In order for the amendment to be entered, it must either (1) comply 
with the guidelines of the voluntary revised amendment practice (which practice invokes waivers of certain 37 CFR 1.121(a)-(d) 
requirements) or (2) comply with current 37 CFR 1.121 requirements. 

THE FOLLOWING ITEM(S) IN APPLICANT'S AMENDMENT CAUSES THE AMENDMENT TO BE NON-COMPLIANT 
WITH THE VOLUNTARY REVISED AMENDMENT PRACTICE. 

1. A complete listing of all of the claims is not present in the amendment paper. 
□ 2. The listing of claims does not include the text of all claims currently under examination. 

3. The claims of this amendment paper have not been presented in ascending numerical order. 



[£K 4. Each claim has not been provided with a status identifier, and, as such, the individual status of each claim cannot be 
determined. 

5. Other: Ji-t Om^jjJb^Jh oL^JA l/^jajn CjLurr* Qjd/L 

LIE: Check one of the following boxes: ^ ^ ' 

□ PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT: Applicant is given ONE MONTH from the mail date of this letter to re-submit the 

amendment in compliance with either the guidelines of the revised amendment practice or current 37 CFR 1.121. Failure to 
comply with either the current 37 CFR 1.121 practice or with the voluntary practice will result in non-entry of the 
amendment and examination on the merits will commence without entry of the originally proposed preliminary' 
amendment. This notice is not an action under 35 U.S.C. 132, and this ONE MONTH time limit is not extendable. 

AMENDMENT AFTER NON-FINAL ACTION: Since the above-mentioned reply appears to be a bona fide response, 
applicant is given a TIME PERIOD of ONE MONTH from the mailing of this notice within which to re-submit an 
amendment which complies with either the voluntary practice guidelines or current 37 CFR 1.121 in order to avoid 
abandonment. EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME PERIOD ARE AVAILABLE UNDER 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

f Signed by Team Leader 1 

1 FoLft6her explanation of the guidelines of the revised amendment format, please sec the posted notice and sample amendment format at: 
http-7/www. uSDto.gov/ web/offices/Dac/daDD/oDla/preognoticc/officenyer p dr and 
hrtD^/www.usDto.gov/ web/offices/Dac/dapD/oDla/preognoticc/formatrevamdtDrac.Ddf 
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